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House of Representatives 
The House met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. CLAY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 9, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable WM. LACY 
CLAY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

As the Members of this assembly re-
turn from days away celebrating our 
Nation’s birth, may they return rested 
and ready to assume the difficult work 
which must be done. 

We pray for the needs of the Nation, 
the world, and all of creation. Bless 
those who seek to honor You and serve 
each other and all Americans in this 
House through their public service. 

May the words and deeds of this place 
reflect an earnest desire for justice, 
and may men and women in govern-
ment build on the tradition of equity 
and truth that represents the noblest 
heritage of our people. 

May Your blessing, O God, be with us 
this day and every day to come, and 
may all we do be for Your greater 
honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 

gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
JOYCE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

GROWING OUR ECONOMY 
(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, Congress has exactly 3 weeks 
to pass the USMCA before we break for 
our August work period, and we owe it 
to our constituents to get the job done. 

The USMCA will benefit every dis-
trict in America, as it will lead to 
176,000 new jobs and grow the U.S. 
economy by an additional $68 billion. 

This agreement will also be a huge 
benefit to my constituents. Pennsylva-
nia’s 13th District is made up of so 
many hardworking dairy farmers who 
have struggled in recent years. This 
deal will unleash new markets and 
bring our industry back to life. 

Instead of hauling Robert Mueller be-
fore a committee to rehash a case that 
is already closed, Congress should be 
putting all of our efforts into making 
the USMCA agreement law. 

During July, my focus will be on 
passing the USMCA and growing our 
economy for years to come. I urge all 
of my colleagues to join me in this 
mission. 

f 

PREVENTING LYME DISEASE 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of 
H.R. 3073, the TICK Act, which would 
help combat the rise of tickborne and 
bloodborne illnesses across the coun-
try. These diseases are rapidly becom-
ing a serious and growing threat to 
public health with more than 300,000 es-
timated cases annually. 

In my home State of Pennsylvania 
alone, ticks are a common threat to 
those who explore our vast network of 
trails and public lands in Pennsyl-
vania. 

While ticks carry a variety of harm-
ful diseases, Lyme disease is one of the 
most prevalent. Currently, there are no 
uniformly accepted treatment options 
for patients with chronic symptoms of 
Lyme disease. 

The TICK Act would develop a na-
tional strategy to prevent and treat 
Lyme and other diseases, including 
those spread by mosquitos and fleas. It 
would also authorize the Centers for 
Disease Control to award grants to 
State health departments to support 
early detection and diagnosis, improve 
treatment, and raise public awareness. 

I am proud to cosponsor H.R. 3073, 
and I urge my colleagues to cosponsor 
this legislation to prevent and treat 
Lyme and other vector-borne diseases. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
HOUSE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Chair of the House 
Republican Conference: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 8, 2019. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to clause 
5(b)(1) of Rule X, I am writing to inform you 
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